ROBERT A. UNDERWOOD
Box 3159, Hagatna, GU 96932

MarchiS S Vice Speaker Therese M. Terlaje

Therese M. Terlaj;:

Vice-Speaker, 34" Guam Legislature _

Guam Congress Building MAR 16 2017

163 Chatan Santo Papa Time: %

Hagatna, Guam 96910 , ‘%
Received by:

Dear Vice-Speaker Terlaje,

| am writing you to alert you about the maximum danger point which the Chamorro
people face today. | could write about my passion (fino’ Chamorro) or the
Chamorro Land Trust which is also being threatened. But | want to draw your
attention to the matter of Chamorro Self-Determination. This is the inflection point
of not just the continued existence of the Chamorro people, but a test of whether
we understand Guam's unique history. Ultimately, it is a question of respect for
the Chamorro people.

As a long time history teacher, | warn students to avoid thinking that history
began when they came along or when they started thinking about it. History is a
long and, frequently, tortured story. Acting on the political status future for Guam
is a historical project that belongs to the Chamorro people and goes back several
centuries. It is an attempt to understand the past, inform the present and fuel the
future. it isn't a "future” project. It is a connective project based on the principles
of respect and inafa'maolek.

People who migrated to Guam in the past few decades brought their assumptions
about their own past and their own future primarily in terms of American

jurisprudence and authority. | do not contest that nor do | seek to deny them that
point of view. | only ask that they understand that the Chamorro people are the
ones that have historically been colonized and that they deserve the opportunity
to decolonize their homeland. | ask them, just as | remind fellow Chamorros, that
the native people of Guam had their own unique experience that continually kept
them from exercising the right to make a political decision on their own terms with
various options available to them.

The legal authorities have recently spoken. The US District Court in Guam has
stated that it is not Constitutionally permissible to allow a vote of Chamorro self-
determination even If it was not binding. It is dispiriting and discouraging although
not unexpected. Ironically, opponents of Chamorro self-determination appealed to
an entirely different set of historical circumstances (American law, Constitutional
amendments coming out of the American Civil War, Supreme Court decisions
designed to place territories in a perpetual coloniai status) in order to defeat the



Chamorro historical experience. In the American Legal battlefield, they prevailed.
But while the battle may have been lost, the struggle continues.

We have been at this low point before. | present to you a copy of a document
prepared by the Organization of People for Indigenous Rights from 1982. In the
document, you will read a clear statement about Guam's history. You will see
familiar names like Bernadita Dungca, Clotilde Gould, BJ Cruz, Ron Teehan,
Nerissa Lee, Marie Pablo, Al Lizama, Chris Perez Howard, Rosa Palomo and Hope
Cristobal. These individuals provided Guam the opportunity to reflect upon
Guam's past and future and the existence of Chamorro self-determination.

They were derided and belittied. They were called “half breeds,” told that they
were inauthentic Chamorros and questioned because they weren’t even
Chamorro. | can speak from personal experience that members of the Guam
Legislature at that time avoided us except for a handful We didn't wring our hands
and we were not disrespectful to anyone. We simply presented out case. The case
is still the same. In many ways, the opposition arguments sound painfully simitar.

1 ask you to take the time to read the document and learn about the political status
development of Guam. | ask you to pursue a strategy that honors and respects the
Chamorro people in the quest for self-determination. | believe that it is possible to
do so without the compromise of multi-colored ballots or simply treating it is
another election,

| will be happy to discuss any concern about Chamorro self-determination that
you may have. [ will be happy to discuss alternative strategies. At a minimum, we
must continue the struggle in the US Courts and the United Nations. These are not
necessarily the venues that will resolve the issue, but they are the venues which

are currently available to us.
Biba taotao tano'l Biba Guahan!

Qlebt

si Robert A. Underwood
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Chamorro m&ﬂbﬁﬁ.—!—-»ﬂo__

1514 (X} deciares that all peopla have the right 1o
seli-determination and by virtue of that right they
froaly determine theit political status,

United Nations Resclutions regarding the tar-
ritory of Guam reaffirms the inalienable right of
tha peopie of Guam 1o selt-dstemmirution.

ma..o.!. 300 years tha Chamorre psople hava
besn subject to outside mations, without the
Chamorro people’s consant.
Since World War Ul nearly sl of 1he woxid's

penmwninty ineggated into 2.5.3 nations by
axarcising their ight to self-determination.

Guam remsins &' possassion of the United
Statas, ths Chamotro people not having exercised

One of tha strongest movemaents in recent timss
Is the recognition of the inherent and morsl righis
of indigenous paople, particualrly thoss wiha ara
nan sell-govaming. The Chamomo people fit this
catsgory on all counts and should bs afowed the
opporrunity 1o dacide their fate,

OPI (R} Exacutive Council

Hope A. Cristobal — Chairparson

Ron Teshan ~ Cotresponding Secestary
Marls Teshan — Recarding Secretary
Narfess Les - Treasurer

Robert A. Underwood — Political Action
Aota Palomo / Chrig Peraz Howard —

Artigles 1(2) and 65 of the United Nations
n..-:!. proclaim the principls of  sslf-
detsrmiristion and Article 73 obfpates all. ad-
minbvatus of non-seif governing territores 10
Eog!alu!:.ou.evr&:iiﬁzﬂ_:

.:..Fw'u% is 8 trenty obligation which
1 Upitpd Statos recognizes e Imv and which
has c!__.. scknowindged and quoted by both
Federa} and Tanilonal policy statemants on
%wﬂ?- for 5- uuu:io n.nbaﬂ

Ed Gould — Madia Awareness

Al Lizarna — Materlals! Ars/Brochures
David Resarioc — Community Involvernent
Sherry Smith — Petition

(OPI(R) CHRONOLOGY OF
EVENTFS
12/6/81 Sstwurday: A group of people gol
1ogether In the morning at tha Guam Leglslature
Room in Agans fof two rsasons. Thay felt thet:
._;n unov_-ommﬁa:oo&-azg
di d on the i of st
2.ThePlebescite vote ‘should ba fimited to the

._._.ooacuﬁ__-n._ﬁ-:nl “Qrgenization of
Peaple for Indigenous Rights” whose scromym &
OPHR). Opt in Chamerra mesns - "o respond”’ and
tha A" stands for “rights.” Offlcers slecied that
day, were: Tun Marisno Santos — Chairperson,
Bemics Mintr — Vice Chalrpsrson, Ron Teahan
— Secratary and Bomadita Dunges — Treasurer.
?3%38-3&%3:8_:2
bumpat stickers publicizing the organization.
;-&8—2!-3‘:;5&323:2658
raach out o the g Fiyars sxpial
reasons for an m...&o!ﬁ.a:oﬁi!i dlatibuted S
ditferem c.__-n.- and varlous Government of
Gunm sgencies.

12/10/81: Barnits Minter steppad down ax Vice
Cheirperson and Eddia’ Cruz was votsd 1o that
poaitian,

12/19/8%: N de was held to d the
plenned rally. Bscause of hasvy mins, the "round
the island” motorcade was Kmitsd to the central
villages where flyars wems passed out.

1/5/82: Rally for the Indiganous Vole was hald st
5:00 pom. 8t the Plaza de Espana. Father Tony
Apuron, Agana Rector, said the opening prayers
and e..anson Hott wae Jesus Charfauros
"Cramorra” end guast speakers were: Cecilia
Bambe, Conrad Stindon, George Boughton,
Jackson Ngirangas, Mrs. v.insu ‘Toves, Robert
Underwood and Tun Marans Santos. David
n-_s-n.o Jesse  Lagusns and  Sebastlan
provided Ch © music. A skit wes
-_8 d by UOG's Ch to Club, And,
former Sensior Richamd Taitsno's lettar suppor-
ting the cause was read at tha rally. Alajandro
Lizama creeted » design dépicting the organiza-
tion's struggla which was used on T-Shirts.

1/7/82 A petition drive to Amit the January 30
Plabescite to tha indigenous peopls began, The
drive gatherad 3,000 signatures. This petition was
Istar prasanted to the United Nations in Japan by
fon Teshan and Devid Aosario.

1/9/82; Some membaers of the organization had a
private mesting with Padro Sanjusn a1 11:46 s.m.
#t Government Houss. Though the scheduled
mesting was for 10 mi the actusl i
Iasted 26 minutes. Two kmportant points stated 8t
the 38==n ware:.
1. cknowledged Ch
wﬁ§$ﬂ<§.§§=-90<§§
and Pusrto Rico, the Chamorros still control the

govemment 8nd Lhe pofltical system.
2. Sanjusn wit 1alk to the Siate Dapartmenm
conocarning the Indigenaus vote.

1/4/82: BU 602 was Feard by Lhe Legisiature
Committss en Criminal  Justice, TestUmories
#painst BN 609 wera given by members and sup-
porters of the Organization, This 8ill did not pass
Committes becausa of a lack of quaum.

1/15/82: A cable was sent 1o tha Unitad Nations
in Now York raquesting support of the Indigencus
vote, A simiisr cable was also sent to Prasident
Reoneid Reagan.

1/21/620 Tun Marisna  Santos was  made
Honorary Chalmparson snd Chris Perez Howard
wars voted Chairperson,

1/25/02: Nerass Les and Maria Pablo-gathered
signatures of all but ono (Nicolan Franclaco of
Mangleo) mland Commissioner fequesting thet
the Plebeecits ba delayed untd 1he question of the
indigenous vote was sertisd,

" 1/26/B2: B.J. Cruz, lawyer snd membar, fied an

injunction to step the Januery 3) Plabescita In the
District Court, Since Judgs Cristobsl Dusnas was
off-island, Judpe Abbate sppointsd Judge Raker
10 haar the casa, ltwas “thrown out” becsuse the
tearing was saidd In the wrong court. It showld
hava bean heard in the Superior Court.

1/28/82: A similar Injunction was filed In Lha
Superior Court presided by Judga Aamon Disz.
Casa was thrown out becaiuied i thxpiyer cannot
snjoin an slsction” and in beth Courts, the merits
of the chse wat never discussed.

1/29)82 Tha Organization sent Ron Teshan and
David Rosario to the United Nations Office In
Japan for the following ressons:

1. To delivet & suatamans of protesi on the
conditions under which the Januasry 30
Plehescita was biing hald, Le., 1ha failure to
limit the vote 1o the indigenous population.

2. To deliver the petition requesting the
Pisbescits to be limited to the indigencus
population.

3. To lobby with various smbassies in .._-_Hz
for support,

7/29/82: The Organization sant Chris Perax
Howard, Robert Und: d and RomReahan 1o
the Unitad Nations in New York. They weie hsard
E_ the on:_i:ba 2 ._.53:2.48_. Tha, no_-n-i

the of
Gusm -:.“_ pkod for a resolution !_u_...o..ni the
rights of the indigencus people of Guam,

11/18/82: The Org s repe

Marisss Les, p d the izetion’s positi
on seti-d ination 10 the M tan Educa-

43 and Scliderity Conference held. st the

Leglsiature's Sexsion Hallin Agera. .
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person Robert A. Underwood giving OP! (R} statanvent at the c....:-a r-aa:-
Perez Howard, formar chairperson. snd secratsry Ron Teshan Jr

Text of Statement at United Nations

Text of Statement
at United Nations

GP1 IR} PRESENTATION TO THE SPECIAL
COMMITTEE ON THE SITUATION wWitH
REGARD TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
THE DECLARATION OF THE GRANTING OF
INDEPENDENCE TO COLONIAL COUNTRIES

which is reedily avaliable 10 you. However, wa do
not wigh tomiss this important opportunity 1o pra-
sant rmuch of tha rlevent information regarding
our position. Cansequenty, we have organized
our presgntalon into three distinct pers. We
hope that you will basr with us while we present
10 you the Chamafro parspective on the question
of political sali-deisrmninetion for Guam. We csn
exaggeration thal it

A very warm Hafs Adal from the peopla of patspective of those whe are the tus people of

Guam, Wae are the officisl regcesentatives of a
proup callad the Organization of Paople for In-
digenous Rights (OPI-R). Our group’s main reason
for axistence is to insure thet the rights of tha
Chamorro pacple are understood, respacted and,
most __.__._una!us.. :c.wo.& by the potitical entitiea

Qur gtaternant is divided as follows:

Saif-Dstormination
1l. Etforts to Exerclse Guam’s Political Self-

te Chamorre  Sall-
Datermination and Some Solutions

Pisass recognize, that this ks a particularly smo-
tionel tlme for us and i we appear vituperant
toward snyone, we apclogize for it In advance. It
13 o porticularly oriticel Juncture for us in the
history of the Chamarro psapta and the failure of
any agoncy 1o sct at this time cannot be inter-
pratec] by us a3 anything less than an uncerdng o1
Insensitive attitzds. We beleva this to ba the first
time any individuals from Guam {who ars not con-
nected with the U.5. governmantt have mads &
prasantation before a United Nations body. We,
as individuals, have fisked much in making this

or nfluence over tha future of the Chamoro
phe. Thesa yntitites are namely the aq__.!:a!ﬂow.._
Guam, the' Governmant of the Unind States and
your Commities on behall of ihe Genersi
Astormbly of the United Natarms., i
There wite many sitemaiive poihs avallable to
usin Fiructiring our presentation today. We want
to be sureihiat the information, |dess and san-
impnts whith we presont are accurate and reflec-
tive of a significamt portion of the population of
Guam. We ame also concem | * ytwe do nottake
up your vakisble tima by fue...rting information

journey 16 New Yark, including the scorn of those
who misunderstand our position and those who
280 U3 as agitalng to undo the harmnonious rels-
tionahip between Gusm and the United States.
Wa cannot help but have the tesfng that in mak-
ing this pr jon, U5, g P v
tatives rrary inlerpret our statements in & nagative
light. For many on Guam, tha idss of golng to the
Unitad ts svan 83 dang and Mkaly to
rankle the United States Governmant, Trusting in
your good Judgment and .the characteristic
Arrican belisf in fal play, wo know thet ol of-
ficlals will be sympathetic once the situation on
Guam is perfecily understood.

Bafora we go into the substance of our presen-
tation, we would flke to make clear thres points
upon which wa have dwveloped this sinended
statement, Fitst and foremost, OPIR as en

organtzation does not ad indap or
politicsi saparation from the United Statec, Asin-
o bers of lzation. wo have

the org
odr Wdividual preferences and opinions about
Guam's fumsre political development, Howaver,
the organization i firnly united by one betief, This
bellet Is that petitcal salf-determination for Guam

+  Inheree in the people of Guam who have been

denied politicet saff-fulfiliment for over three bun-
deed years. Self-determination doss not inhata in
residence In A non-self-goveming terrtory,
pecially whan that resid: is made possible by
the ek of coloniat S diy, the
@ tion ia not g In making » biank
indictment of the administering power, the United
Swtes of Amsica, The U.5. hes given much to
Guam snd comtinues 1o be supportive of the
Chamomo poople in many direct and indirect
ways. The U.S., as a rule, is § genercus and
damocratic nation whosa intentions are usually
bayand reproach. However, we do feel strongly
that there exist certain bllnd epots sbout the
palitos) seli-cetermination protess o Guam as &
result of the atrong militery posture of the U.S. In
the Western Pacific. Guam plays 8 msjor rols in
this military pressnce. Lastly, we ara canvinced
\het OPI-R represants & mijority opinion of tha
Chamottc peopin, If we wers not firrn In this con-
viction, we would not have made this joumey T
New York. The Chemomo pecple ars culturally
} santiments openly and the

ta #xp
mass media i dominated by non-natives or lem-
porary tesidents on the island. Consaquanty, our
%E§34-§w¥~3§n§%
island's madia, from which much of your informa-
tion mbout Guam & extracted by your Committee’s
meearchars,

Our tip wes made possible by donations from
the peopla of Guam, We continua to recelve per-
sonsl of congratulath and supp
d that shoukl your

Whether you gniza It or nat, 8 t from
you on this issus wiR recsive much covarags on
Guam and provids » new basis upon which the
tssue will ba furthar undenstood.

t

I THE CHAMORRO PEOPLE,
COLONIZATION AND SELF-
DETERMINATION

Owar 4,000 years ago the Marisnas Isiands were
sattiad by a group of people who eventually came
1o be known sy the Chamorroa, In their isolation
frorn ths rest of the world, the Chamarro peopl
developsd & dex caste socisl and
lived in ralstive hermony with theic environment
and esach other, Their sxstence wes rudely
awnkened by their “dscovery”” by Europestrs and
avantual sattisment of thair isiands by forsigners.
Sponish missionaries came in 1688 and brought 2
garrison ot soldiers for the purposs of protacion.
Thus, the Chamorro peopls have the dublous
distinction of being the first group of Pacific
igianders to be colontzed by the West.,

In the short thitty year period from 1868 unil
this and of the seventeenth centuery, war sl nEw
diseasss had caused the cepopulation of 1he
Marianas to 4 few thousand natves. Estmates of
the pre-contact population hava ranged s high as
ona hundred thoussnd for the entire chain, The
islands were govemad as & unit in the Spanish
Empirte until the Spanish-Ametican War in 1856
During most of Spanish rule over the Marianas,
only the lalands of Guam and Fota were inhabited.
The natives had bsen concentrated on thoss two
isiands o muke them mora manageable. Saipan
was evantusily re-papulated in the latter part of
tha 19th century with natives from Guam.

Az a result of the Spanish occupation, the peo-
pla encured many chenges and evenualy
n!o_ouon-in:_a_igvt%gi!ﬁa:
tradtitions with Roman Catholicism and the prac:

tices of the Hispanic word. Howsvar, thar, was
nevar any doubt that the identity of the Chemorro
people remained intact. ‘They were distinct in
language and manners, and despite Spenish of-
forts 1o the conirary, the people of the Madanas
nevex ght of th fvos &3 Spanierds or as
Hizpanic group of pacple. in fact, one of Spain's
Iast governars lamentad the 1act that despits over
200 years of Spanish ruls, tha natives ramained
52:3:0?:;8!«!5&?%26!5,
pire.

Al the conciusion of Spanish rule, the Chamos-
cas had Temained an identifistle shnic, cultural
and retionsl group with historical roots to.a time
_oaugoigi!uoo_..n:lﬂszim&o.
v-i.gnaaucﬁina.—!gi!-&-ai
PacHic lslanders to experience the pain of forsign
domination,

Wa pressnt this historical perspectiva 0ot 10 in-
o!ﬁ*giﬁiéomui!%&s!i-.
but proud group of peopis. This story is rapeated
i many parta of the wodd and s not uniqua in Its
u.R:R.ﬁgaﬂEunB«-.?—si.i-il!s
ft 10 you %0 that you may understand how tha
{orces of coloniallsm may work on the peychology
of an entire paople. Without the opportanity 1o
control the social instiuutions which they tved
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o tken significant steps toward the rasclution of

politcal  stetus  and  the sxarcise of salf-
S detsrminetion. Spurred on by political
developments in the surrounding islands, the
Gusm legisisture estabfished the first Political
Status Commission in April 1973. In P.1.. 1217,
the Guam Legisiaturs ook it upon fiself to stats
fhat various slternatives were available to Guam,
..L.. heod, in-

endent afffistion with another nation, com-
e dsted fres state. The
Guem Legislsturs appropristed $160,000 frem
Govemmant of Guam operating revenuss to carry
out the tesk of invastigating tha status quesiion,
During the course & thair effons, .»IL ficat

stay. Tha U.S. milltary sisc smployed la
numbers of Filipinoe and other aiem in
strycting tha numerous rmilitary bases bufit siter
Worid War |l. Huge campa of forelgn workers end
the sppiication of LS. immigration laws to Guam

a§§
1
naeg

ewnarship and sovareignty, not In spite of it. This
wes clsarly scknowiadged bn Presidant Carter ad-
rénistration’s Task Force Report on the terriaries

L] immig
hreateny 1o make Charomros strangers in shair
own land. Many of the newcamerns 16 Guam have
mads fine contributions ta the islsnd and have liv-
odin paace and harmony with the Chamono pec-
ple, Wa do not wish to deny tham the respact and
dignity which peopie st over the world deserve by
baing & fellow human being. However, we do Brk
that our right 10 determine our political destiny be
recognizad and that as long &5 we.have not exar-
cised our option, Gusm's ultimate status has yat
to be detarmined. An inaksnsbla rgin to seli-
determination haa yst to be exercised fully on
Guam becauss the peopls of Guam [the Chamorre
people) have been demied their fights in the past.
imimigrant cithtens, U.S. citizens fram Wisconsin

Alga excluded are those islands over which the
United Statar exercise soversignly, but wiNch
have no ﬁ-etc popuistions, e.g. Pemyrs, Wake,
Micway. They sre “teritories™ as & matter of faw,

Guam Senator Frank Lujan J—ﬂ-ﬂhiﬂu
1. EFFORTS TO EXERCISE bullsina which discussed the _dnisl of s

GUAM'’S POLITICAL SELF-
DETERMINATION

Since the passage of the Organic Act in 1950,
the administoring power _..l not taken ans

ting of U.S. citizanship “has marely sarved
&355-;0!.9&52..&!:5:
subjecting us 1o th provisions of the U.S.

stitution and the sovereignty of the -

move to Guam end pertkipste in Guam's
._S-_._._._:B_m: becauss the Chamora people have

seff-determination for Guam, instesd, it has been -
curlously cautious and only under the Carter sd.
assi.m_oz.:l there been s Bttempt to drafr & -

Qgreatsst ironiss of history in the
Pacific is the fact that the U.5. has allowed of

sven this commitment to sell-cetermination was
limited. In Carter's messags 1o the U.S. Congress
on February 14, 1680, the formar Prealdent stated:

_.-oI-.E_d. ‘a support to the Spaciel Commitine’s
report on Guam in 1974, it requested the L.S.
Govemnmant to sflow the Special Committes to
come to Guam for nﬂ.ﬂuﬂ. of sstablishing »
dislogue on the lssus ical status.

In the 13th Guam Lsgisisture, the Political

detecrnination, a¥ pptfons for poktical develop.
mant shouid be open to the pople of the Inswar
%..3 fong ss their choices sre. im-

compromiss the nationy!

whan
manner et does not

The administering power has taken thren steps
which affect the politicsl development of the

i?&riﬁ._nr-g
that dus 10 the frisfortunes . s

mant of Guam officials. 1o discuss and negotsta
tha queation of poiitica! sistus.
|nstesd, tha U.5. Congress suthofized the
i

stituon Cohvention had. Among the many
reetrictions that this U.S. placed wers tha recogni-
of U.S. soversignty and 1he sstablishmaent of

determiration was the alorementionsd White
Housa Task Force Heport jssued In 1973 In
rastingly, ihe Aeport acknowisdgad the ap-
plicability of the U.N. Charter 10 tha U.S. 1a-
ritories in torena of tha right to seil-determination.
Howaver, while acknowledging the U.S, respon-
albillties to its dep peoples, it studioush
avoided advocating binding plebescites and in-
stead offersd only the possibiity of discussion,
Moreovar, it ssemad to foreclose the possiblities
of hood {full integration into the Amsri
system) and indepsndanca. In relationship 10 the
Intter, tha report read that “independoncs, a1 laast
for Guam, would ba so dissdvanugeous to the
United States a3 10 raise the possibility of U.S.
rasistonce.”

As the issus of self-dstermination becarm mote
sarious, the question of whoss self-detormination
whas at steke became simiiarly serious, A Peslfic
DPaily News Editorial on October 2, 1979 asked
the question of who tha people of Guam am?
Afthough tha snswer for pumotsd of saf-
deterrnination was hinted a1, it refused 1o tke 8
claar stand. At lesat the question had surfaced
openly. Continual’ in-migretion in the 70s had
made the issub important, but volaile,

It was in this situation that the lstest step lo

msolve the ssue of salf-determination was engag-
od in by the Government of Guam, In 1380, the
locsl legisiature’s P.L. 15-123 estzblished the
Commission on Salf-Determination and ap-
proprinted #3150,000 towards Commiasion opera-
ticns., Although there ara doubta sbout tha value
of tve strategy ndvocated in the tew for the rescly-
tion of Guarn's political stetes, [t represents yet

th ot by the G of Guam to
oke unilateral scton.

In the Commission's first meeting In 1960, one
of the members, Senator Richard Taiwno, ssked
about the right of the Chemomo pecple o deter-
mine their fate. The other members wwe not
ready 10 take up th'quastion and Senaior Tatane
refused 1o atiand shy cther meetings fn protest.
Taiteno, a3 & former Director of te Office of Tw-
ritories in the LS. Deparument of Intarior in the
sarly 60's, was well scquiznted with the issue of
solf-dotermination.

Tha Commission on Se-Datarmination avaid-
ad the question of Chamoric seff-dezermination
uatil May 21, 1981 when it was openly discussed
&t 8 Commission mesting, Two of tha sk forces
daveloped under the segis of the Commisslon
recommended that the law ' regording aski-
datermination be clearly specific in ity definition of
the people of Guam. Dedpits the fact that some
opponshts ridiculed the subject, it became cleer
thet the right to seif-d iratitn wos b ing
& majof Issue In its own right, obcasionally dwerl-
ing the particutar options which the plened
“pleboscite” was offering. il

In vittsge meating aftar vitlage meating, forcehul

d of the Ch o rght o sl

determination pressntsd thelr csse, Eventually,
the C jasion on Seif-D ination recom-
reandad to the Guam Legislatire on November
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this fashion and then to make proncuncemants 1o
9?26.& body that Guem does heve 8 sight to ful

tion Is cleary dictory and
oo:qctao

The people of Guem have naver been apprised
of thelr rights under the U.N. Charter nor has the
U.S. government made it sbundanily claar what
their cbiigations sre. Consequently, s discus-
-832%_.55-3&8;!5-3_8“&

and about
the future. ._...-n:a..ic_n__-ugai...!s
unilatersl actions on the part of tha Government
of Guam and entreaties to the federal govern-
ment. The not result of this actvity has been
mindmal. It s raive fo anyoné to sssums that the
Government of Guam can decide for ltseif the
pararmaters of the political statuy process and then
implement it without the open and active concur-
runce and support of the U.S. government,

Ip this last part of our pressntation, wa wish 1o

dosorves, Piosse bear in mind that the rather
haphazard trostment thet Guam has received from
tha U.S, In the area of political matus has led 10
our pressnos hems today and made the following
Steps necassary in our opinion.

In view of tha lack of fudueral sncourgement to
the pofitical status pravess (n Guam and the fact
that full U.5. lagal authority is neaded 1o make the
prockss 2 sarfous and solemn ane, your Commit-
toe should encourage the administering power to:

Aitherize and meke legal & plebascite of seif-

daterinination are In fact tha Chamorro pecple,
your C ittee ehould ga the adminiater-
Ing power o inaurs:

That a¥ binding p ites and 7

efelive to the qﬁ&ﬁoa of n:-au ea_a-_.-
political status must recegnize that it fs the
Chammorro paople who heve not yat engaged-in
Seif-determination and it it only they who shal be

. slfowed to participate.
‘We urge the strongest possibie terms In this -

matrer and fully beflave that no political status-of
Guam which doss not procasd from an sct of salf-

ion by tha Ch peopls -S_._o s
walid.

Qur last recommendation relatas to Ec opers-
1igns of your Committea. In view of the fact that

_ the pecpia of Guam are genwrally confused and

unipformed sbout the rols of the United Nations,
Your committes should:

2!3-35.58 i&mﬁii&&i&-
xocﬁtégqmqi!ninggqun?

didua: and ivas from
whatever nussn on the bon!!_ and  socisl
development of Guam.

staled

Wae recognize thet this ingthy statemant con- |

Eag_go‘!—ﬂs&gi—.—gﬁc _._..¢<
almady have. H , we folt

deliver our -.S-:!.: in this =:§!8=§<o=
can' understand the depths of our santiments
regarding this istus, We have nol come to you, 35
a court of last resort. Instoad, we come as
reprasematives of a smell group of pecple which
Articte 73 is deslgnedtoprotect. yye trust 1hat our

the U1.5. Constitution. .

In visw of the fellure of the administering power
o make cleer 15 tha peophs'of Guam theit inherant
right 1o seif-détarmination and -inform them of
their ststss options and U.N. & on the
issue, your Committes should the ad-

has made the polint amply wel| that
salf-deterrrination interes in pecple and nat land,
In the casa of Guam, thoss peopis are obvicusly
...on__!:on,o people.

in sosohyo’ :-S_.o e an rekokniss | direchon §
Chemorro. Pot fsbat, ne'fanmans's’ 1 rman.
Chamoima chanse pare ¢ medetitmine g kubeles
ne maners hiafs | destinon-nihe pern i tane” - niba,
§f Yu'os mwass’ pot i atenston-miyu van sl Yu'os
infanberendix,

Thank you and we wil happy 10 answer any
quastions,

{Wa urge you to recogniza the rights of the
Chamerrd .paople. Plaasy stlow the Chamoro
paople the bpportunity to detsnnine in # complate
fashion-thei dextiny for their land. Thank you for
the stteriion you have ghwen us and may* God

* blsss you. — Enighsh - wanslation of the

Chamorro.}

iy 2T, 1M




