
 
 

 

  

Guam Congress Building, 163 Chalan Santo Papa, Hagåtña, Guam 96910 

Tel: (671) 472-3586 | Fax: (671) 969-3590 | Email: senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com | www.senatorterlaje.com   

*For transmittal of official Messages & Communications to the Guam Legislature to be distributed to all Senators,  

please send to: speaker@guamlegislature.org 

Office of the Speaker 

THERESE M. TERLAJE 
I Mina’trentai Sais na Liheslaturan Guåhan | 36th Guam Legislature 

Committee on Health, Land, Justice and Culture 

 
May 18, 2021 
 
Transmitted via Electronic Mail: 
 
Honorable Leevin T. Camacho 
Attorney General 
Office of the Attorney General 
590 S. Marine Corps Drive, Suite 901 
Tamuning, Guam 96910 
lcamacho@guamag.org 
 
SUBJECT: Open Government Law - Meetings 
  
Hafa Adai Attorney General Camacho, 
  
Please find attached a letter from The Vigilance Committee declaring a violation of the Open Government Law.  I 
would like your opinion, as soon as possible, as to whether you concur that the Governor and I and all the 
senators violated the Open Government Law.  
 
Any further expansion of previous guidance relative to the Open Government Law and its application to the 
many types of meetings the Governor or senators hold each day, including Cabinet meetings, meetings between 
the Governor and an individual senator on his individual priorities, meetings between two or more senators, and 
any other meetings implicated by the accusation, would be greatly appreciated and go a long way in clarifying 
the law. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this request and I look forward to your response. Please do not hesitate to 
contact me immediately if you need more information or if further clarification of the request is required. 
 
 
Si Yu'os Ma'åse', 
 
 
Therese M. Terlaje 
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Vigilance Committee <stayvigilantgu@gmail.com>

Demand of Public Records pursuant to the Sunshine Reform Act 

Speaker Therese M. Terlaje <speaker@guamlegislature.org> Mon, May 17, 2021 at 12:18 PM
To: Vigilance Committee <stayvigilantgu@gmail.com>
Cc: Senator Therese Terlaje <senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com>

Håfa adai Mr. Webber,
 
Thank you for your email. There was no legislative meeting held on May 11, 2021 at 2:30pm.  I have no
documents in my possession in response to your request for items 1) and 2).  I have attached all documents
in my possession relative to the invitation from the Governor.
 
It was my hope in meeting with the Governor to receive and compare her detailed plans for expenditure of
the American Rescue Plan (ARP) funds with the Legislature’s, and to urge her to act immediately in
prioritizing the RISE Act payments upon receipt of the $553 M in cash in the next few days.  We have not
yet received the Governor’s detailed plans for the ARP funds.
 
In fact, there was no decision on the expenditures of the American Rescue Plan (ARP), no bill pending on
the ARP, and no quorum required regarding action on the ARP.  In my official capacity as the Speaker of the
Guam Legislature, I accepted an invitation to meet with the Governor of Guam.
 
Sincerely, 
Therese Terlaje

Office of Speaker Therese M. Terlaje
Committee on Health, Land, Justice and Culture 
I Mina'trentai Sais na Liheslaturan Guåhan 
36th Guam Legislature 
Office Location: Ada Plaza Center, Suite 207, 173 Aspinall Avenue, Hagåtña, Guam 96910 
Address: Guam Congress Building, 163 Chalan Santo Papa, Hagåtña, Guam 96910 
T: (671) 472-3586      F: (671) 989-3590     Email: speaker@guamlegislature.org
website: www.senatorterlaje.com

On Wed, May 12, 2021 at 1:52 PM Vigilance Committee <stayvigilantgu@gmail.com> wrote: 
 
 
[Quoted text hidden]

Documents related to Governor invitation to May 11, 2021 meeting.pdf 
6490K
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Speaker Therese M. Terlaje <speaker@guamlegislature.org>

Letter from Governor Leon Guerrero 

Eliza G. Dames <eliza.dames@guam.gov> Tue, Apr 20, 2021 at 1:49 PM
To: Speaker's Office <speaker@guamlegislature.org>, senatorchrisduenas@gmail.com
Cc: Joshua F Tenorio <joshua.tenorio@guam.gov>, Jon Junior Calvo <jon.calvo@guam.gov>, Alice Taijeron
<alice.taijeron@guam.gov>

Hafa Adai,  

Please see the attached letter from Governor Leon Guerrero relative to the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions or concerns regarding this matter. 

Thank you. 

--  

Eliza Dames
Special Assistant
Ricardo J. Bordallo Governor's Complex
Office of the Governor
Hagatna, Guam 
(671) 473-1104

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This email and any files transmitted with it may be legally privileged and confidential and is
intended solely for the use of the individual or entity above.  If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified
that any view, dissemination or copying of this email, or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this information is
strictly prohibited.  If you received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by e-mail or telephone to
arrange for the return of this email and any files to us or to verify it has been deleted from your system. 

041921_Speaker TMT Re-ARP Act of 2021.pdf 
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Speaker Therese M. Terlaje <speaker@guamlegislature.org>

Letter from Governor Leon Guerrero 

Speaker Therese M. Terlaje <speaker@guamlegislature.org> Wed, Apr 21, 2021 at 4:48 PM
To: "Eliza G. Dames" <eliza.dames@guam.gov>

Hafa Adai Ms. Dames,

This is to confirm receipt of your email and attached Letter from Governor Leon Guerrero regarding the American Rescue
Plan Act of 2021.

Si Yu'os Ma'ase,

Maria Abante
Legislative Assistant

Office of Speaker Therese M. Terlaje
Committee on Health, Land, Justice and Culture 
I Mina'trentai Sais na Liheslaturan Guåhan 
36th Guam Legislature 
Office Location: Ada Plaza Center, Suite 207, 173 Aspinall Avenue, Hagåtña, Guam 96910 
Address: Guam Congress Building, 163 Chalan Santo Papa, Hagåtña, Guam 96910 
T: (671) 472-3586      F: (671) 989-3590     Email: speaker@guamlegislature.org
website: www.senatorterlaje.com

On Tue, Apr 20, 2021 at 1:49 PM Eliza G. Dames <eliza.dames@guam.gov> wrote: 
Hafa Adai,  
 
Please see the attached letter from Governor Leon Guerrero relative to the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions or concerns regarding this matter. 
 
Thank you. 
 
 
--  
 

 
Eliza Dames
Special Assistant
Ricardo J. Bordallo Governor's Complex
Office of the Governor
Hagatna, Guam 
(671) 473-1104
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This email and any files transmitted with it may be legally privileged and confidential and
is intended solely for the use of the individual or entity above.  If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby
notified that any view, dissemination or copying of this email, or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this
information is strictly prohibited.  If you received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by e-mail or
telephone to arrange for the return of this email and any files to us or to verify it has been deleted from your system. 
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Speaker Therese M. Terlaje <senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com>

Letter from Speaker Therese Terlaje and Minority Leader Senator Duenas regarding
the American Rescue Plan Act 

Speaker Therese M. Terlaje <senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com> Tue, Apr 27, 2021 at 10:41 AM
To: Governor Guam <governor@guam.gov>
Cc: Vice Speaker Tina Rose Muña Barnes <senatormunabarnes@guamlegislature.org>, "Amanda S. Shelton"
<senatorshelton@guamlegislature.org>, Senator Telena Cruz Nelson <senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org>, "Senator Joe
S. San Agustin" <senatorjoessanagustin@gmail.com>, "Honorable Joanne M. Brown" <office@senatorjoannebrown.com>,
Sabina Perez <sabina@senatorperez.org>, "Mary C. Torres" <senatormary@guamlegislature.org>, Chris Duenas
<senatorchrisduenas@gmail.com>, James Moylan <senatormoylan@guamlegislature.org>, Senator Telo Taitague
<senatortelot@gmail.com>, Senator Jose Pedo Terlaje <senatorpedo@senatorjpterlaje.com>, "Honorable V. Anthony Ada"
<senatorvanthonyada@gmail.com>, Clynt Ridgell <clyntridgell@guamlegislature.org>, "Honorable Frank F. Blas Jr."
<office@senatorfrankblas.com>

Hafa adai Honorable Governor Leon Guerrero,

Please see the attached letter from Speaker Therese Terlaje and Minority Leader Senator Christopher Duenas regarding
the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021.

Respectfully,
Jocelyn de Guia
Chief of Staff 

Office of Speaker Therese M. Terlaje
Committee on Health, Land, Justice and Culture 
I Mina'trentai Sais na Liheslaturan Guåhan 
36th Guam Legislature 
Guam Congress Building, 163 Chalan Santo Papa, Hagåtña, Guam 96910
T: (671) 472-3586      F: (671) 989-3590  Email: senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com
website: www.senatorterlaje.com

Electronic Privacy Notice:  This e-mail and any attachment(s), contains information that is, or may be, covered by electronic communications privacy laws and
legal privileges, and is also confidential and proprietary in nature.  If you are not the intended recipient, please be advised that you are legally prohibited from
retaining, using, copying, distributing, or otherwise disclosing the information in this e-mail or any attachment in any manner.  Instead, please reply to the
sender that you have received this communication in error, and then immediately delete it.  Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

36th Legislature Response Ltr to Governor regarding American Rescue Plan_4.27.21.pdf 
354K
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*For transmittal of official Messages & Communications to the Guam Legislature to be distributed to all Senators,

please send to: speaker@guamlegislature.org 

Office of the Speaker 

THERESE M. TERLAJE 
I Mina’trentai Sais na Liheslaturan Guåhan | 36th Guam Legislature 

Committee on Health, Land, Justice and Culture 

April 27, 2021 

Transmitted via Electronic Mail: 

Honorable Lourdes A. Leon Guerrero 

I Maga’hagån Guahan, Governor of Guam 

governor@guam.gov  

SUBJECT: $664 M spending plan for federal funds from American Rescue Plan 

Håfa Adai Governor Leon Guerrero: 

Thank you for your April 19th letter requesting a meeting and list of priorities for the $664 M expected from the 

American Rescue Plan Act of 2021.  The Legislature has been consistent and vocal regarding its desire to work 

with the administration to ensure that these funds provide relief to our residents, aid our economic recovery, and 

address long-standing infrastructure needs of the island. 

In order to prepare a potential spending plan with priorities for the $664 M in federal funds, the Legislature is 

requesting a clearer idea of what portion of funds have been promised or committed to particular projects or 

agencies.  We have heard the administration publicly announce that $300 M of the American Rescue Plan funds 

will be set aside for the construction of a new hospital.  We have heard publicly that Guam Visitors Bureau will 

receive $20 M for GVB operations and an additional $18 M for renovations at Matapang Beach.  We also heard 

that shortfalls of the Judiciary and other government agencies will be covered by these funds.  Based on the 

March 2021 CRER and Special Funds tracking reports, there is an estimated shortfall in general revenues of $9.6 

M and $14.7 M in special funds for FY 2021.  It was also reported that the Mayors Council was promised 

$800,000 for shortfalls for annual paid leave from the previous term and that possibly $14 M would be used to 

offset GWA increases in water rates. We have also seen requests from GEDA for $37.8 M for various programs. 

Before the Legislature sends a listing of priorities, we respectfully ask for a true account of how much of the $664 

M is available and uncommitted.  We are wary of having any listing of priorities from the Legislature be pitted 

against agencies or projects that have already been promised funds from the administration.  

We are also inquiring if the administration plans on adjusting the current budget of FY 2021 or updating revenue 

estimates in the executive budget request for FY 2022 based on current reopening plans and economic recovery 

trends.  As you know the FY 2021 Executive Budget request was approximately $30 M less than the adopted FY 

2021 budget. The Legislature needs all of this information to firm our response and priority spending plan for the 

American Rescue Plan.   

We look forward to your favorable response. 

Sincerely, 

Therese M. Terlaje 

Speaker, 36th Legislature 

Christopher M. Dueñas 

Minority Leader, 36th Legislature 

cc: All Members, 36th Guam Legislature 

mailto:senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com
http://www.senatorterlaje.com/
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Speaker Therese M. Terlaje <senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com>

Letter from Speaker Therese Terlaje and Minority Leader Senator Duenas regarding
the American Rescue Plan funds 

Speaker Therese M. Terlaje <senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com> Fri, Apr 30, 2021 at 3:57 PM
To: Governor Guam <governor@guam.gov>
Cc: Vice Speaker Tina Rose Muña Barnes <senatormunabarnes@guamlegislature.org>, "Amanda S. Shelton"
<senatorshelton@guamlegislature.org>, Senator Telena Cruz Nelson <senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org>, "Senator Joe
S. San Agustin" <senatorjoessanagustin@gmail.com>, "Honorable Joanne M. Brown" <office@senatorjoannebrown.com>,
Sabina Perez <sabina@senatorperez.org>, "Mary C. Torres" <senatormary@guamlegislature.org>, Chris Duenas
<senatorchrisduenas@gmail.com>, James Moylan <senatormoylan@guamlegislature.org>, Senator Telo Taitague
<senatortelot@gmail.com>, Senator Jose Pedo Terlaje <senatorpedo@senatorjpterlaje.com>, "Honorable V. Anthony Ada"
<senatorvanthonyada@gmail.com>, Clynt Ridgell <clyntridgell@guamlegislature.org>, "Honorable Frank F. Blas Jr."
<office@senatorfrankblas.com>

Hafa adai Honorable Governor Leon Guerrero:

Please see the attached letter dated April 30, 2021 from Speaker Terlaje and Minority Leader Senator Duenas regarding
the American Rescue Plan funds.

Respectfully,
Jocelyn de Guia
Chief of Staff 

Office of Speaker Therese M. Terlaje
Committee on Health, Land, Justice and Culture 
I Mina'trentai Sais na Liheslaturan Guåhan 
36th Guam Legislature 
Guam Congress Building, 163 Chalan Santo Papa, Hagåtña, Guam 96910
T: (671) 472-3586      F: (671) 989-3590  Email: senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com
website: www.senatorterlaje.com

Electronic Privacy Notice:  This e-mail and any attachment(s), contains information that is, or may be, covered by electronic communications privacy laws and
legal privileges, and is also confidential and proprietary in nature.  If you are not the intended recipient, please be advised that you are legally prohibited from
retaining, using, copying, distributing, or otherwise disclosing the information in this e-mail or any attachment in any manner.  Instead, please reply to the
sender that you have received this communication in error, and then immediately delete it.  Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Follow up Response Ltr to Governor regarding American Rescue Plan_4.30.21.pdf 
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Guam Congress Building, 163 Chalan Santo Papa, Hagåtña, Guam 96910 

Tel: (671) 472-3586 | Fax: (671) 969-3590 | Email: senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com | www.senatorterlaje.com  

*For transmittal of official Messages & Communications to the Guam Legislature to be distributed to all Senators,

please send to: speaker@guamlegislature.org 

Office of the Speaker 

THERESE M. TERLAJE 
I Mina’trentai Sais na Liheslaturan Guåhan | 36th Guam Legislature 

Committee on Health, Land, Justice and Culture 

April 30, 2021 

Transmitted via Electronic Mail: 

Honorable Lourdes A. Leon Guerrero 

I Maga’hagån Guahan, Governor of Guam 

governor@guam.gov  

SUBJECT: Follow-up to request for information regarding American Rescue Plan 

Håfa Adai Governor Leon Guerrero: 

On behalf of the Legislature, we are still looking forward to meeting with you at your convenience regarding the 

spending plan for the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 and intend to send a list of priorities by early next week.  

In light of our previous letter dated April 27th and no response from your office, we are making adjustments to 

our proposal based on the information we have available to us. 

We look forward to any information you can provide to assist our efforts. 

Sincerely, 

Therese M. Terlaje 

Speaker, 36th Legislature 

Christopher M. Dueñas 

Minority Leader, 36th Legislature 

cc: All Members, 36th Guam Legislature 
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Speaker Therese M. Terlaje <speaker@guamlegislature.org>

Letter from Governor Lourdes Leon Guerrero 

Eliza G. Dames <eliza.dames@guam.gov> Sat, May 8, 2021 at 1:26 PM
To: Speaker's Office <speaker@guamlegislature.org>, senatormunabarnes@guamlegislature.org, Office of Senator Telena
Cruz Nelson <senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org>, Senator Amanda Shelton
<officeofsenatorshelton@guamlegislature.org>, senatorjoessanagustin@gmail.com, sen.cridgell@teleguam.net, Senator
Pedo Terlaje <senatorpedo@senatorjpterlaje.com>, Office of Senator Sabina Perez <office@senatorperez.org>,
senatormoylan@guamlegislature.org, "Office of Senator Frank Blas, Jr." <office@senatorfrankblas.com>,
senatorvanthonyada@gmail.com, office@senatorjoannebrown.com, senatorchrisduenas@gmail.com, Senator Telo Taitague
<senatortelot@gmail.com>, Senator Senator Mary Camacho Torres <senatormary@guamlegislature.org>
Cc: Jon Junior Calvo <jon.calvo@guam.gov>, Alice Taijeron <alice.taijeron@guam.gov>, Rikki Orsini
<rikki.orsini@guam.gov>

Hafa Adai Senators, 
Please find the attached letter from Governor Leon Guerrero regarding the list of priorities for consideration of the ARP. 

Thank you. 

--  

Eliza Dames
Special Assistant
Ricardo J. Bordallo Governor's Complex
Office of the Governor
Hagatna, Guam 
(671) 473-1104

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This email and any files transmitted with it may be legally privileged and confidential and is
intended solely for the use of the individual or entity above.  If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified
that any view, dissemination or copying of this email, or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this information is
strictly prohibited.  If you received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by e-mail or telephone to
arrange for the return of this email and any files to us or to verify it has been deleted from your system. 

040721_Senators Re-36th GL List of Priorities for Consideration.pdf 
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Speaker Therese M. Terlaje <senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com>

Re: Meeting with Governor Leon Guerrero 

Eliza G. Dames <eliza.dames@guam.gov> Wed, May 5, 2021 at 8:17 AM
To: Senator Therese Terlaje <senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com>
Cc: Jennifer Dulla <jennifer.dulla@guam.gov>

Thank you 

On Tue, May 4, 2021 at 5:58 PM Senator Therese Terlaje <senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com> wrote: 
Hafa adai,
 
This is to confirm Speaker Terlaje’s attendance on Tuesday, May 11, 2021 at 2:30pm-4:00pm at the Adelup Large
Conference Room. 
 
Sincerely,
Jocelyn de Guia
Chief of Staff 
 

 
On May 4, 2021, at 9:59 AM, Speaker Therese M. Terlaje <speaker@guamlegislature.org> wrote: 
 

 
 
Office of Speaker Therese M. Terlaje 
Committee on Health, Land, Justice and Culture 
I Mina'trentai Sais na Liheslaturan Guåhan 
36th Guam Legislature 
Office Location: Ada Plaza Center, Suite 207, 173 Aspinall Avenue, Hagåtña, Guam 96910 
Address: Guam Congress Building, 163 Chalan Santo Papa, Hagåtña, Guam 96910 
T: (671) 472-3586      F: (671) 989-3590     Email: speaker@guamlegislature.org
website: www.senatorterlaje.com
 
 
---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Eliza G. Dames <eliza.dames@guam.gov> 
Date: Tue, May 4, 2021 at 9:15 AM 
Subject: Meeting with Governor Leon Guerrero 
To: Speaker's Office <speaker@guamlegislature.org>, <senatormunabarnes@guamlegislature.org>,
Office of Senator Telena Cruz Nelson <senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org>, Senator Amanda Shelton
<officeofsenatorshelton@guamlegislature.org>, <senatorjoessanagustin@gmail.com>,
<sen.cridgell@teleguam.net>, <senatorpedo@senatorjpterlaje.com>, <senatormoylan@
guamlegislature.org>, <senatorchrisduenas@gmail.com>, Senator Telo Taitague
<senatortelot@gmail.com>, Senator Senator Mary Camacho Torres <senatormary@guamlegislature.
org>, Office of Senator Sabina Perez <office@senatorperez.org>, Office of Senator Frank Blas, Jr.
<office@senatorfrankblas.com>, <senatorvanthonyada@gmail.com>, <offiice@senatorjoannebrown.
com> 
Cc: Jennifer Louise Dulla <jennifer.dulla@guam.gov>, Jon Junior Calvo <jon.calvo@guam.gov>, Alice
Taijeron <alice.taijeron@guam.gov> 
 
 
Hafa Adai, 
Governor Leon Guerrero has invited you to a meeting on Tuesday, May 11, 2021 at 2:30pm-4:00pm at
the Adelup Large Conference Room. The letter of invitation is attached. 
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Jennifer Dulla, our Protocol Director will be in touch with your respective offices to coordinate the
meeting. 
 
Thank you and we look forward to confirming your attendance. 
 
 
 
--  
 

 
Eliza Dames
Special Assistant
Ricardo J. Bordallo Governor's Complex
Office of the Governor
Hagatna, Guam 
(671) 473-1104
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recipient, you are hereby notified that any view, dissemination or copying of this email, or taking any
action in reliance on the contents of this information is strictly prohibited.  If you received this transmission
in error, please notify us immediately by e-mail or telephone to arrange for the return of this email and
any files to us or to verify it has been deleted from your system. 
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Eliza Dames
Special Assistant
Ricardo J. Bordallo Governor's Complex
Office of the Governor
Hagatna, Guam 
(671) 473-1104

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This email and any files transmitted with it may be legally privileged and confidential and is
intended solely for the use of the individual or entity above.  If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified
that any view, dissemination or copying of this email, or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this information is
strictly prohibited.  If you received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by e-mail or telephone to
arrange for the return of this email and any files to us or to verify it has been deleted from your system. 
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Speaker Therese M. Terlaje <senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com>

Letter from 36th Guam Legislature regarding priorities for the American Rescue
Plan funds
Speaker Therese M. Terlaje <senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com> Fri, May 7, 2021 at 1:29 PM
To: Governor Guam <governor@guam.gov>
Cc: Vice Speaker Tina Rose Muña Barnes <senatormunabarnes@guamlegislature.org>, "Amanda S. Shelton"
<senatorshelton@guamlegislature.org>, Senator Telena Cruz Nelson <senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org>, "Senator Joe
S. San Agustin" <senatorjoessanagustin@gmail.com>, "Honorable Joanne M. Brown" <office@senatorjoannebrown.com>,
Sabina Perez <sabina@senatorperez.org>, "Mary C. Torres" <senatormary@guamlegislature.org>, Chris Duenas
<senatorchrisduenas@gmail.com>, James Moylan <senatormoylan@guamlegislature.org>, Senator Telo Taitague
<senatortelot@gmail.com>, Senator Jose Pedo Terlaje <senatorpedo@senatorjpterlaje.com>, "Honorable V. Anthony Ada"
<senatorvanthonyada@gmail.com>, Clynt Ridgell <clyntridgell@guamlegislature.org>, "Honorable Frank F. Blas Jr."
<office@senatorfrankblas.com>, "Eliza G. Dames" <eliza.dames@guam.gov>, Jon Junior M Calvo <jon.calvo@guam.gov>

Hafa adai Honorable Governor Leon Guerrero,

Please see the attached letter from the 36th Guam Legislature regarding priorities for the American Rescue Plan Act of
2021 funds.

Respectfully,
Jocelyn de Guia
Chief of Staff

Office of Speaker Therese M. Terlaje
Committee on Health, Land, Justice and Culture 
I Mina'trentai Sais na Liheslaturan Guåhan 
36th Guam Legislature 
Guam Congress Building, 163 Chalan Santo Papa, Hagåtña, Guam 96910
T: (671) 472-3586      F: (671) 989-3590  Email: senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com
website: www.senatorterlaje.com

Electronic Privacy Notice:  This e-mail and any attachment(s), contains information that is, or may be, covered by electronic communications privacy laws and
legal privileges, and is also confidential and proprietary in nature.  If you are not the intended recipient, please be advised that you are legally prohibited from
retaining, using, copying, distributing, or otherwise disclosing the information in this e-mail or any attachment in any manner.  Instead, please reply to the
sender that you have received this communication in error, and then immediately delete it.  Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

36th Guam Legislature Letter to Governor - Priorities for American Rescue Plan funds.pdf 
288K
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Senators want RISE, health care among priorities for $660M
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GMH: Guam Memorial Hospital is the largest single item on the Legislature's priority listing for the ���� million anticipated

to come from the American Rescue Plan. Lawmakers want ��� million to support the existing facility and ���� million as an

advance to fund a new facility - ���� million less than what the governor proposed. Kevin Milan/The Guam Daily Post

The implementation of a local �nancial relief program, expanded health care services
and various infrastructure upgrades are some of the items lawmakers have included in
their priority list for the governor for the $��� million anticipated to come from the
American Rescue Plan.

"We are presenting the governor an opportunity to unite with the entire Legislature on
general priorities so that, going forward, we will put all of our energy into
implementation instead of confrontation," Speaker Therese Terlaje stated in a press
release.

https://www.postguam.com/users/profile/John%20O%27Connor
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The listing includes $�� million in direct individual and family assistance, including $��
million to implement the Recovery Income Support and Empowerment Program,
known as RISE. There have been repeated calls to implement the program, which was
enacted last term and promises a one-time payment of up to $��� for eligible individuals
and up to $�,��� for joint tax �lers. 

In addition to the RISE program, lawmakers reserved $�� million for the Small Business
Pandemic Assistance Program and Guam Economic Development Authority programs,
as well as $� million for the Ayuda I Mangafa Help for Families program.

Health care and infrastructure

But the largest chunks that senators carved out of the ARP money would go to expanding
health care services, more than $��� million, and infrastructure and technology
upgrades, more than $��� million. 

Lawmakers want about $�.� million to go to the Department of Public Health and Social
Services in order to ensure the continuity of services for senior citizens, to support
inspections and safety monitoring of business establishments, to ensure health licensing
boards ful�ll mandates to vet health professionals through the expanded licensing
process, and to maximize Medicaid and Medically Indigent Program coverage.

By far, the largest single item would go to Guam Memorial Hospital. Lawmakers want
$�� million to support the existing facility and $��� million as an advance to fund a new
facility - $��� million less than what the governor proposed. 

Another item is $�.� million for the Guam Behavioral Health and Wellness Center for
mental health and detoxi�cation services, and $���,��� to the Department of Integrated
Services for Individuals with Disabilities.

About $�� million was identi�ed for the Guam Waterworks Authority to avert immediate
rate increases and fund sewer line repairs and the expansion of the septic tank
elimination program. 
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To support tourism recovery and to supplement revenue losses in the Tourism Attraction
Fund, lawmakers set aside $�� million for the Guam Visitors Bureau in their priority list.
The Mayors' Council of Guam would get $� million for beauti�cation projects and $�
million would go to the Guam Regional Transit Authority to purchase new buses and
vans and to �nance �eet maintenance, as well as operational needs. 

Another $�� million was listed for the Department of Public Works, primarily to repair
roads and advance the Village Streets Master Plan. 

Coinciding with recent discussions around the need to better address historic �ndings
and sites, lawmakers carved out $�� million for the Department of Parks and Recreation,
partly to help the State Historic Preservation O�ce hire more archaeologists.  

The Chamorro Land Trust Commission and Guam Ancestral Lands Commission would
receive $�� million and $�.� million, respectively, to support infrastructure at CLTC
properties and to help the GALC with its mission to assist ancestral landowners.

Some technology upgrade-related funding priorities include $�� million for the
Department of Land Management to upgrade its data systems, and $� million to the
Department of Administration to upgrade or replace the aged AS��� �nancial
management system, as well as to address other issues.

The Department of Revenue and Taxation would receive $�� million under the senators'
priority list, for equipment upgrades. 

Lawmakers want to set aside $� million for the Guam Police Department and $�.�
million to the Guam Fire Department for equipment purchases and contractual services.

The Department of Corrections would receive $�� million to implement its master plans
and for equipment, including a new facility. Another $�� million was carved out for the
Judiciary of Guam to support the timely resolution of cases and upgrade the judiciary's
data systems. 
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Solid-waste-related initiatives include nearly $� million to ensure revenue bond
requirements for the Layon Land�ll expansion, and $�� million for Ordot dump closure
and post-closure costs. As COVID-�� signi�cantly impacted Guam Solid Waste Authority
revenues, lawmakers set aside $�.� million for the agency, with the intention that some
of that money will also go toward building up the agency for mandatory trash
collection. 

Lawmakers listed several other priorities, including $�.� million to streamline and
upgrade government services. 

Meeting next week

Gov. Lou Leon Guerrero has asked to meet with lawmakers May �� to discuss their
priorities for the $��� million.

Leon Guerrero wrote to the Legislature on April ��, seeking a meeting and requesting a
list of legislative priorities by April ��.

Lawmakers requested additional information from the governor, which did not come
before the deadline, although they promised to submit a list regardless, with some
adjustments.

���� ����
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Reporting on utilities, education and other topics.
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NEWS

Senators submit spending list ahead of meeting with

governor

Monday, May 10th 2021, 4∶44 PM ChST

By Nestor Licanto

The "$664 million" meeting is all set for tomorrow between Governor Leon Guerrero and the

Legislature. Senators have submitted their spending wish list for the Governor's discretionary

federal relief funding, and will make their pitch during a closed door meeting at Adelup.

The governor asked for the priority list, after some heavy bipartisan lobbying from senators who

wanted input on the spending for the American Rescue Plan windfall. Speaker Therese Terlaje sent

the list friday in a letter signed by all 15 lawmakers. Their priorities break down into four

categories - direct assistance: $68 million, including $30 million for the RISE Act, and $35 million

for small businesses.  Healthcare: $233 million, including $200 million for a new hospital - though

the governor has said she will set aside $300 million.(/)

86°  (/weather)

https://www.kuam.com/
https://www.kuam.com/weather
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Infrastructure and technology upgrades: $341 million, including $52-million for gwa so they won't

have to raise water and sewer rates. And finally, workforce training and diversification:$18.5

million.

Speaker Terlaje told KUAM News, "Because this is a one-time influx of funds and they're huge

amounts really. So we want to take care of those perennial problems that we have not been able

to get over despite our efforts."

So the bulk of the spending is for capital improvements rather than operational shortfalls.

Minority Leader Chris Duenas said, "What have been the longstanding issues with government

entities that provide service to our people that don't involve staff salaries or increases or don't

provide additional money for staff, so that they can handle that in their General Fund budget.

What have been the longstanding issues with regard to IT stuff, with regard to infrastructure."

The governor is still waiting though for federal guidance on how the money can be spent.
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